the orientation of the particular psychiatrist.
The detailed descriptions to be found in this book of the psychiatric concomitants of a wide variety of physical disorders is very useful especially when dealing with psychiatric problems referred from general hospital wards, but one looks in vain for a chapter entitled Psychosomatic Medicine. A short account of this field, in the reviewer's opinion, would have been useful especially for examination candidates.
This book can be recommended with confidence not only to students of psychiatry as essential reading for higher degrees and the D.P.M., but to all those working in the specialty. THIS, the twenty-second edition of a well established book first published in 1884, still reflects a strong Scottish influence in its list of fifteen contributors. The extent of the changes introduced into this edition is not elaborated.
As an aftermath of the tragedy with thalidomide and as the number of new and more potent drugs increases, there has been greater interest and study of the mode of action and efficacy of new drugs in man. It is disappointing to find in a book with this title, little information about the mechanism of action of drugs in man and of the production of side-effects. The interaction of monoamine oxidase inhibitors with cheese, for example, is described in three lines with no comment as to the mechanism of the hypertensive episodes. Yet this book is comprehensive and covers adequately the drugs used for the treatment of most conditions. It will be of more value to students who have already had a course in basic pharmacology in addition to studies in physiology and some clinical experience. This probably arises from the nature of the medical curriculum in Glasgow where the contributors teach materia medica. Other medical schools which have an integrated course in Pharmacology and Therapeutics may well recommend, in addition, a textbook of pharmacology. Although it must be the editor's preference, one would have thought that the addition of illustrations, chemical structures and a much more detailed bibliography would have increased the appeal of the book.
R.S.
